
Connecting Students 
with Local Scholarships

Southwest Florida Scholarship Connector







What is a Scholarship?

• “The term scholarship is subject to different definitions. Scholarship may 
refer to the methods, discipline and attainments of a scholar or scholars. 
It is also commonly used to refer to a grant of financial aid awarded to a 
student, as for the purpose of attending a college [school of some sort]. 
Scholarships are available through numerous organizations and 
institutions of learning. They may be funded by a certain person or 
organization or be a fund composed of various sources. Each entity for 
granting scholarship does so subject to its own rules and regulations. 
Some scholarships are contingent upon certain conditions, such as 
requiring the maintenance of a certain grade level or standard of 
performance in order to retain the scholarship.” 

• US Legal, Inc, SCHOLARSHIP LAW AND LEGAL DEFINITION SCHOLARSHIP LAW AND LEGAL DEFINITION | USLEGAL, INC., 
https://definitions.uslegal.com/s/scholarship/ (last visited April 2, 2019).





Big Picture: Student Debt
As of February 2019

• Total Student Loan Debt: $1.56 trillion
• Total U.S. Borrowers with Student Loan Debt: $44.7 million
• Student Loan Delinquency or Default Rate: 11.4% (90+ days delinquent)
• Direct Loans-Cumulative in Default (360+ days delinquent): $101.4 

Billion (5.1 million borrowers)
• Direct Loan in Forbearance: $111.1 Billion (2.6 million borrowers)

• Zack Friedman, STUDENT LOAN DEBT STATISTICS IN 2019: A $1.5 TRILLION CRISIS FORBES (2019), 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/zackfriedman/2019/02/25/student-loan-debt-statistics-2019/#207df70133fb (last visited April 
2, 2019).



Big Picture: Student Debt
As of February 2019

• “California, Florida, Texas and New York represent more than 20% of all U.S. 
student loan borrowers who collectively owe more than $340 billion of student 
loan debt.”

• Zack Friedman, STUDENT LOAN DEBT STATISTICS IN 2019: A $1.5 TRILLION CRISIS FORBES (2019), 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/zackfriedman/2019/02/25/student-loan-debt-statistics-2019/#207df70133fb (last visited April 2, 2019).

State
Student Loan 

Balance ($ 
Billions)

Borrowers 
(Millions)

California $111.7 3.4

Texas $85.4 2.9

New York $73.5 2.2

Florida $72.8 2.2

Georgia $50.7 1.4

Pennsylvania $50.3 1.6



• The Scholarship Connector with the LCANs 
knew affordability for a post-secondary 
path is a priority.

• The Scholarship Connector is hosted by 
the Community Foundation of Collier 
County. With support from the Collier 
County Public School District, this allows 
as many scholarship opportunities as 
possible listed in one easily accessible 
location. 

• This regional website includes scholarships 
maintained through the foundation and 
other local scholarships available to 
students through private donors, 
corporations and organizations who wish 
to assist students with their educational 
paths and dreams. Whether honoring 
loved ones or supporting students on 
various paths, each scholarship expresses 
a deep belief in the power of education.

• The Scholarship Connector would not have 
happen without the support of the Collier 
County Public Schools and the Local 
College Access Networks.

Why the Scholarship Connector?
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• Student awareness

• Education about website

• Collaboration of Scholarship Providers

• Timeline & Seasonal Providers

• Awards vary from year to year

• Following directions

Challenges



• Student perception

• Life lessons 

• Foundational learning for a student’s future

• Students desire one application for all 
opportunities

Students



Things to remember



As population with college degrees increases by 10%, per capita gross 
product rises by 22%.” 

Edward Glaeser, Triumph of the City (2011)
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