
High School Counselor FAFSA Training

January 31, 2024





Housekeeping:

• Submit your questions in the Q&A

This webinar is being recorded; all materials 
will be available within a week of recording



Thank you! 



FAFSA Walk Through for Students

SAVE THE DATE:
Filling out the FAFSA

February 20, 6-7pm
https://www.floridashines.org/fafsa-faqs

• For students/parents

• Walk through the FAFSA

• Get questions answered live



Learn More:

Register for College Ready Florida initiatives:

• floridacollegeaccess.org/initiatives

For upcoming webinars, policy briefs, and promising practices, 

subscribe at:

• floridacollegeaccess.org/subscribe



HELPING STUDENTS 
NAVIGATE THE 
FINANCIAL AID 
PROCESS

KAREMAH CAMPBELL MANSELLE, ED.D.

INTERIM DIRECTOR 

STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
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Today’s Presentation

1 Understanding FAFSA 

Simplification

2 2023-24 Changes

3 2024-25 Changes

4 New Need Calculation

5 Pell Changes

6 FAFSA Overview 

7 Special and Unusual Circumstances

8 Aid Available



University of Central Florida Page 9

What is FAFSA 

Simplification?

FAFSA Simplification is the result of a multiple 

legislative and federal regulatory changes 

intended to demystify and streamline the 

financial aid process for students and families. 
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Major Changes for the 2023-24 Award Year 

REMOVAL OF DRUG CONVICTION 
AND SELECTIVE SERVICE QUESTIONS 

FROM THE FAFSA 

CHANGES TO HOW THE COST OF 
ATTENDANCE IS CALCULATED 

EXPANSION OF FINANCIAL AID 
OFFICE’S ABILITY TO EXERCISE 

PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT 
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Major Changes for the 2024-25 Year

The FAFSA became 
available December 

2023

The Expected Family 
Contribution (EFC) 

will be replaced with 
the Student Aid 

Index 

Number in college 
no longer 

considered 

Parent who provides 
financial support is 

the contributing 
parent 

Contributor must be 
invited to provide 
information on the 

FAFSA 

No student housing 
information will be 
provided to the PSI

Students will receive 
a FAFSA Submission 

Summary (FSS) 

FAFSA will populate 
from a Direct Data 
Exchange with the 

IRS 

There will be multiple 
ways to determine a 

student’s Pell 
Eligibility based on a 

payment formula 

Pell will prorate in 
proportion with 

student’s enrollment 
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What Is Financial Need?

Cost of Attendance

– Student Aid Index(SAI)

= Financial need
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More Pell Eligible Students 

More Pell 
Eligible 

Students 

Variability in 
Pell Award 
Amounts 
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FAFSA 

INFORMATION 

DECEMBER 2023- 
June 30, 2025
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Dependent Student Log In

If the student selects "Start a New Form" 

from the FAFSA® landing page and they are 

not logged in to StudentAid.gov, they are 

taken to the “Log In” page to enter their log-

in credentials. To access the FAFSA form, all 

students are required to have an FSA ID 

(account username and password). If the 

student doesn't have an FSA ID, they can 

select "Create an Account."



Dependent Student Roles

After logging in, the student 

can select the applicable role to 

fill out the FAFSA® form: 

“Student,“ or "Parent.“ The 

student selects “Student." 
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Federal Aid Eligibility Requirements

• Demonstrate financial need for need-based 
federal student aid programs

• U.S. citizen or an eligible noncitizen

• Have a valid Social Security number (with 
the exception of students from the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands, Federated States of 
Micronesia, or the Republic of Palau)

• Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment as a 
regular student in an eligible degree or 
certificate program

• Maintain satisfactory academic progress in 
college or career school

• Provide consent and approval to have  
federal tax information transferred directly 
into 2024–25 Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA®) form, if applying for aid 
for July 1, 2024, to June 30, 2025;

• Sign the certification statement on the FAFSA 
form stating that student is  not in default on 
a federal student loan, does not owe money 
on a federal student grant, and will only use 
federal student aid for educational 
purposes; and

• Qualified to obtain a college or career 
school education.
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Citizen/ 

Eligible Non-

Citizen Status 

 U.S. Citizen (By Birth or Naturalized) 

 U.S. Permanent Resident 

 "Refugee" 

 "Asylum Granted" 

 "Cuban-Haitian Entrant (Status Pending)"

 "Conditional Entrant" (valid only if issued 
before April 1, 1980) 

 Victims of human trafficking, T-visa (T-2, T-3, or 
T-4, etc.) holder 

 "Parolee" (must be paroled into the United 
States for at least one year and must be able 
to provide evidence from the USCIS that the 
person is in the United States for other than a 
temporary purpose and that the intention is 
to become a U.S. citizen or permanent 
resident.)
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Parents are Divorced or 

Separated

 Parents may be biological or adoptive

 Contributing Parent provides most financial 

support 

 If the Contributing Parent is remarried step-parent 

information is required  
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Dependent Student Invites Parents to FAFSA® Form

The student is asked to enter 

personal information about their 

parents in order to send them an 

invite to their FAFSA® form. In this 

scenario, the student invites one 

parent.
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Dependent 
Student’s 
Parent Email
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Granting 
Consent 
 All contributors must grant 

consent for the FAFSA to be 
submitted and analyzed

 Consent allows contributor 
to retrieve and disclose 
federal tax information

 Consent must be granted 
by all contributors for the 
student to be eligible for 
federal student aid 

 If consent is not granted to 
will not be eligible to 
receive an SAI.
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After 

Submission
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Special 

Circumstances 

There are times when the 

information requested on the 

FAFSA does not reflect a 
student’s situation. The school 

the student attends has the 

ability to utilize professional 
judgment to adjust the 

student’s file accordingly.

Loss of Employment 

Death of Parent or Spouse 

Unusual Medical Expenses
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Unusual 

Circumstances

Unusual Circumstances refer to the conditions 

that justify an aid administrator making an 

adjustment to a student's dependency status 

based on a unique circumstance.
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Homelessness and Dependency Override Decisions

No longer require 
annual submission 
of documentation 

Previous Year’s 
Status Can Roll 

Over 
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FAFSA Simplification In Practice

Many  students and 
families have a quicker 

FAFSA submission 
experience 

The Federal 
Department of 

Education is Monitoring 
FAFSA Submission 
Challenges and 

Resolving Known Issues 

Post Secondary 
Institutions Will Receive 
FAFSA Results at a Later 

Time 

Some students are not 
seeing their SAI upon 

submission 

Students FSS will be sent 
at a later date 

Award 
Notifications/Financial 
Aid Summaries Timeline 

Might Be Impacted 



Aid available 

to assist 

students and 

families



Types of Aid 

Available 

Gift Aid 

Free money given to students to assist 

with educational expenses 

Federal Grants 

State Grants 

Institutional Grants/ Scholarships

Private Scholarships 

Self-Help Aid 

Funds students either earn through 

employment or funds that must be 
repaid

Student Loans 

Student Employment 



Scholarships 

Types of Scholarships 

Institutional Scholarships 

Community based Scholarships 

Donor Scholarships

State Scholarships

Scholarship Search Engines 

Chegg.com/Scholarships

Scholarships.com

Cappex.com/Scholarships

Fastweb.com

School’s Scholarship Listing



Bright Futures

Academic Scholars Award

100% of Cost Per Credit Hour 

120 Funded Credit Hours 

Summer Funding Available 

6 Credit Hours of Enrollment Per Semester 

Required

Medallion Scholars Award

 75% of the Cost Per Credit Hour (SUS)

 100% of the Cost Per Credit Hour (FCS)

 Summer Funding Available

 6 Credit Hours of Enrollment Per 

Semester 



Current Bright 
Futures 
Requirements



Bright 
Futures 
Gold Seal 
Vocational 
Scholarship



Bright 
Futures 
Scholarship
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Questions
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